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A  TOP official of
America’s National
Democratic Institute has
said the path being adopt-
ed to implement democ-
racy may vary from coun-
try to country but those
working for its implemen-
tation have a common
goal everywhere.

Scott Bates, a top official of
the National Democratic
Institute, a non-profit forum
working to strengthen and
expand democracy worldwide,
said this while addressing the
participants at the concluding
session of the seventh Doha
Forum on Democracy,
Development and Free Trade
at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel yes-
terday.

Speaking at the session ‘Is
the West really supportive of
democracy in the Arab
Region?’, Bates said that all
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Bates (second from left) and other leading delegates at the concluding session.

Different
paths but
goal is
common

Western societies were very
much democratic in character,
principle and approach.

“From Lisbon to Los
Angeles we have many things
in common and a common
belief that is deep-rooted in
the ideologies of democracy,”
said Bates.

The speaker asserted that
democracy was something
more than elections. “It
involves the rule of law, pro-
tection of minority rights, pro-
tection of human rights, free-
dom of press and govern-
ment’s accountability to peo-
ple,” said Bates, a senior rep-
resentative of the National
Democratic Institute.

The NDI representative also
said the democracy coincided
with the general values of the
West and it is considered as
probably the only tool to
ensure long-term security of
any region.

Acknowledging that the
people of Western world were
by and large ignorant of the
culture, language and people
of the Middle East region,
Bates however said that they
have somewhat a good under-
standing of a general picture
of the region’s polity.

Asserting that the Western
world, notably the US, is
working on a transformation
agenda as far as strengthening
of the democracy in countries
of the region, the speaker
recalled some of the initia-
tives that Qatar has made in
the last few years.

Terming them as decisive
steps to the road to democra-
cy, Bates also lauded the
inaugural speech of HH The
Emir Sheikh Hamad bin

Khalifa al-Thani, which, he
said, had clearly mentioned
where the country was head-
ing to.

Elaborating on the role of
funds, Bates said more than
sharing the financial
resources, it is the sharing of
one’s own knowledge of
democracy with others that
matters most while strength-
ening a society where democ-
racy is in its infancy.

Expressing confidence that
democracy would ultimately
succeed in the Middle East,
Bates said he had great hopes
in the coming generation of
the region. “It’s major
strength is that nearly 70% of
the region’s population is less
than 30 years of age. That
itself gives me enormous
confidence about the future of
democracy in the region,” he
said.

The speaker also highlight-
ed the necessity of every
nation having a definite set of
rules and procedures while

experimenting the road to
democracy.

Speaking earlier, the mem-
ber of the parliament from
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Haris Silajdzic lashed out at
the UN and International
Court of Justice for what he
termed as remaining a mute
spectator to the cruelties in
his country. “Needless to
mention that the credibility of
democratic institutions took a
beating in such circum-
stances.”

Former Algerian premier
Maloud Hamrouch said it’s
the the absence of proper plat-
forms and the absence of
credible political forces that
had led to the failure of
democracy in his country.

“The absence of a free press
has contributed to the failure
of democracy in not only our
country but in the entire
region,” said Hamrouch.

The former premier also felt
that whatever is spoken about
the strengthening of democra-

cy at the international level
has little relevance with the
prevailing situation in the
region.

“A number of regimes in the
region have scant respect for
their constitution and power
abuse is so rampant among
their rulers,” he said.

It has resulted in the denial
of economic, political and
social rights for a large num-
ber of people, pointed out
Hamrouch.

The ex-Algerian also felt
that the emergence if some
forces claiming to be “politi-
cal”, has actually led to the
marginalisation of people in
some countries.

Zsolt Nemeth, chairman of the
foreign affairs parliamentary
committee of Hungary, former
British foreign secretary Lord
Howe, and Kristi Westphalen,
counsellor of ministry of foreign
affairs of Finland also spoke at
the session.

Baroness ~ Symons
Verham was the moderator.

of

Excellent opportunity for interaction

THE Arab League’s ambassador to
France and its permanent representa-
tive to the Unesco, Naseef Hatta who is
currently in Doha to participate in the
seventh Doha Forum on Democracy,
Development and Free Trade said in a
statement that he had been attending
the forum meetings from the time of its
inception.

The forum provides an excellent

National Democratic Institute — USA
International Republican Institute — USA

Berkeley Center — USA

Institute for International & Strategic Relations — France

Chatham House — UK

IDEA - Finland

opportunity for interaction and fruit-
ful dialogue among eminent personali-
ties from different parts of the world,
he said.

He said as a representative of the
Arab League in France he had done
his best to make the Arab voice and
Arab viewpoint heard in the
French circles on all issues affect-
ing the Arab world especially on

the Arab peace initiative on
Palestine and Iraq and various
other issues.

Referring to the criticisms made
against the Arab League, he said that
the league had a long way to go and
success was a relative term.

“The Arab League is a mirror
reflecting our true image as Arabs,” he
said.
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Democratic powers need to set a good example

FORMER Lebanese premier Salim
el-Hoss has said that international
democracies can help the Arab coun-
tries if they prove to be a good
example to follow.

Addressing a session at the Doha
forum, el-Hoss said that it is “self-
understood that the United States is
the super democracy, but this is true
in its own territory only.”

“When the superpower is not satis-
fied with a country, it accuses that
state of human rights violations or
lack of freedoms. Otherwise the

Main focus on
human

Americans condone whatever the
country does.”

“This is the way by which the
American administration ignores the
weakness of democracy in some
Arab states.”

The former premier said that his
country required some basic needs
of democracy such as the correct
parliamentarian representation and
mechanism of accountability.”

“The results of the elections in
Lebanon are ruled by non-democrat-
ic factors such as the political money

and the domination of the media’s
owner.”

He asked how comes that the
superpower protects its small daugh-
ter (Israel) from any criticism or
condemnation despite the Israeli
actions against the Palestinians.

“The irony is the Israel is called
democratic state. When the results of
the Palestinian elections produced
Hamas to the power, the Israelis did-
n’t hesitate to mobilise the world
against the Hamas-led government
and they endeavoured to starve the

Palestinians by preventing the inter-
national aids from outside.

“The superpower is committed to
the democratic values inside its own
territory and denying democratic
experience in a smaller country.
How could we take American as an
example.”

“The superpower occupied Iraq to
save it from suppressive regime, but
the country 1is witnessing an
unprecedented sectarian violence.”

The Lebanese official said that slo-
gans of democracy and freedom

were no more than pretext for
exploitation and sometimes led to
catastrophic results.

“Experiences showed that only
interests dominate the relation
between countries. No places for
idealism.”

“The foreign intervention is not in
the favour of Arab countries. The
democratic process must stem out
free local desire with taking the
maximum benefits from the experi-
ence of others.”

HUMAN RIGHTS were the focus of

ion in the ion of
the seventh Doha Forum on
Democracy, Development and Free
Trade held at the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in
Doha yesterday.

Cyril Vichy of the US based international
civil society for democracy who presided over
the session said in his opening remarks that the
media is a powerful tool and has a long range
impact in dealing with human rights issues.

The first speaker was the former president of
the Republic of South Africa, F W De Klerk.
He said: Why are human rights important? And
why is it in the interest of wise leaders to pro-
mote the freedom of individuals?

“Human rights are important not only
because of the intrinsic contribution that they
make to the quality of life of individuals. They
also create a climate of freedom that is essen-
tial for the prosperity and success of countries
in a fiercely competitive globalising world.

“Britain was the first country to enter the
Industrial Age, not because of the size of pop-
ulation, the extent of its territory or the
resources that it controlled. The critical suc-
cess factor was that the English enjoyed far
greater personal freedom and security from
arbitrary state action that their counterparts
anywhere else in the world — even though the
country was still very far from being a consti-
tutional democracy.

“The fact is that already by the 18th century
Englishmen enjoyed the protection of a rea-
sonably independent legal system. In a period
of absolute monarchs in most of the rest of
Europe, there were effective constraints on the
power of British kings and governments to do
as they pleased.

rights

“There is a close correlation between basic
civil and economic rights on the one hand, and
high economic growth rates, low unemploy-
ment and improving living standards on the
other. Accordingly, respect for fundamental
rights and for economic freedom is increasing-
ly becoming a sine qua non for societies wish
to compete successfully in our globalising
world”

The next speaker, Khalid al-Atiyyah, chair-
man of Qatar’s national committee for human
rights highlighted the point that human rights
should be understood as the inalienable rights
of every person irrespective of his nationality,
religion, race or economic and social standing.
These are natural rights that cannot be taken
away from anybody.

He further said: Man as a social being lives in
a social milieu where human rights are an inte-
gral part of his life. There is no scope for any
philosophical interpretation of these rights. But
these rights have to be considered within the
dictates of the socio-political environment in
which one lives.

“Participation in the political life of one’s
country is deemed as a right. But the mecha-
nism of participation is subject to the constitu-
tional provisions of the concerned country.

“Every country passes through certain stages
of political growth. Until the 17th and 18th
centuries human rights in all parts of the world
were considered as a domain reserved for
males only.

“Similarly economic and social rights did not
emerge until a later period.

“However the revealed religions and differ-
ent schools of philosophy guaranteed human
rights all through history.

“It is also to be noted that human rights have
been abused and transgressed across the ages.
Man by nature has a proclivity
to go beyond his limit and
transgress on the rights of oth-
ers.

“It is in this context the Holy
Qur’an says: “Nay but man
doth transgress all bounds, in
that he looketh upon himself
as self-suffiecient” (96:6-7)

“We may conclude on the
note that human rights in the
present age are a symbol of
progress and development and
have been enshrined in all the
constitutions.”

Some of the journalists
attending the Seventh
Forum for Democracy
and Free Trade yesterday
at the Ritz-Carlon Hotel in
Doha.
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Changes in Iraq
oll law criticised

EASM al-Jalabi, former min-
ister of oil in Iraq, has blast-
ed the recent amendments of
the oil law in Iraq as a “divi-

sive factor” of the Iraqi
nation by giving expanded
powers to the oil producing
provinces in Iraq at the
expense of the central gov-
ernment powers.

Esam al-Jalabi, who was the
oil minister from 1987 till
1990, criticised the new law
saying that the Iraqi govern-
ment was under the US pres-
sure during the drafting of the
law.

“The oil law is mainly
meant to ensure the return of
the foreign oil companies to

WO

——

work in the extraction of the
oil in Iraq,” he said.

He said that though the gov-
ernment had approved of the
draft of the law on February
26, it had failed to submit it to
the Iraqi parliament because
of the public objections raised
against it.

“Iraq was ranked the second
largest in oil reserves when
the whole sector was run by
national experts and central
governments. But now there
is deterioration in the produc-
tion and exports level,” he
noted.

Al-Jalabi also said that
Iraq’s oil reserves were cur-

rently being squandered and
smuggled by different militia.
“While the oil prices are soar-
ing and all the oil producing
countries are getting richer,
we find that this is not the
case in Iraq which has the sec-
ond largest oil reserves. The
whole sector is being crippled
and sustaining heavy losses,”
he said.

He pointed out that some
US reports had referred to big
corruption cases in the oil sec-
tor in which officials and min-
isters are involved.

“There is unprecedented
increase in the oil products
being sold in the black mar-
ket,” he added.
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